
 

 

Delamere & Oakmere Parish Council 
 

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 
DELAMERE AND OAKMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 13TH 

JULY 2015 AT 7.15 P.M. DELAMERE COMMUNITY CENTRE, STATION 
ROAD, DELAMERE 

 
Present: Councillors K McVicker, D Wheeler, C George, A Lewis, T Overland,  
C Rothwell and D Rutter.  
 
Also present: Mrs J Monks, Clerk. 
 
Public Speaking Time 
 
One member of the public was present and two members of the Casserole 
Club Age UK Cheshire. 

No members of public wished to speak at this point.  

1  Welcome and apologises for absence 
 
Councillor R Ackerley (Chairman), Councillor Y Billows (Vice-Chairman) sent 
their apology as they were both away on holiday.  Cheshire West & Chester 
Ward Councillor J Leather sent his apologises as he was unable to attend as 
he was travelling back from a meeting in London.  
 
In the absence of the Chairman and Vice- Chairman, Councillor D Rutter was 
nominated to chair the meeting.  
 
2 Member’s Code of Conduct and declarations of interest 
  
None declared.  
 

3 Presentation from Casserole Club Age UK Cheshire 

The two members of the Casserole Club Age UK Cheshire did a brief talk to 
the Parish Council about a new project which had been recently launched. 
The Casserole Club project had funding for five years and is trying to bring 
cooks and people requiring meals together for a social meeting in order to 
share food. They were looking to develop and launch this project in rural 
areas and bring communities together under one roof such as a soup lunch in 
Frodsham. You can register as a cook online at their website and diners can 
register by telephoning the Casserole Club.  
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They are looking to promote this new scheme and will be liaising with different 
organisations such as Cheshire West & Chester and the fire service. They 
confirmed that they will be attending the launch night for the newly merged 
Parish Council in September. The clerk was requested to provide the contact 
details of the Golden Club for their reference. 
 
4 Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting 
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
The minutes of Delamere and Oakmere Parish Council on Monday 15th June 
2015 be approved as a correct record. 
 
5 Progress Reports 
 
The clerk had received a letter from the owner of the Court House in Oakmere 
stating that the architect is in the process of a redesign for this site.  
 
The clerk noted that there had been no response from Cheshire West and 
Chester Council with regards to Oakmere Parish Council’s applications under 
the Community Right to Bid scheme.  
 
The clerk has requested Cheshire West and Chester Council to cut the grass 
at Frith Avenue on 30th June 2015. It was noted that the grass has been 
subsequently cut as requested.  
 
Councillors R Ackerley, T Overland and K McVicker met a representative from 
Cheshire West and Chester Highways Department with the owner of 
Delamere Stores to consider improvements to the car parking at the shop. 
The owner of the shop will organise new signage clearly marking the entrance 
and exits of the car park. The representative from the Highways Department 
of Cheshire West and Chester Council recommended improvements such as 
a hatched delivery area and signage to clearly mark car parking spaces.  
 
6 Co-option of vacant seats 
 
One application for the post of Parish Councillor has been received by the 
clerk and the details circulated however the applicant was not available to 
attend the meeting on Monday 13th July due to holiday commitments as such 
the clerk had invited them to the launch night in September and to the next 
Parish Council meeting in September.  
 
Other Parish Councillors are still needed and the newsletter due to be 
published shortly will contain an advertisement for Parish Councillors.  
 
An article regarding the Parish Council had been published in both the 
Chester Chronicle and Northwich Guardian requesting applications.  
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7    Planning  

The Parish Council considered all the planning applications which had been 
received up to Monday 13th July 2015. 

RESOLVED that; 

(a) 15/02691/FUL, Change of use of pitches 2-7 from touring caravan pitches 
to static pitches, able to accommodate static caravans on a permanent basis 
(resubmission of application 15/00097/FUL). Fishpool Farm Caravan Park 
Fishpool Road, Delamere. Whilst the Parish Council noted that the number of 
static caravans had been reduced from the original application the objections 
as previously raised under 15/00097/FUL remained. As such the Parish 
Council objected to this planning application on the following grounds; 
 
The change of use from transient pitches to static pitches would mean the 
static caravans are on site all year around on a permanent basis. Whilst the 
planning application states that a maximum period a guest is allowed to stay 
on site is 21 consecutive nights, this cannot be monitored or enforced. 
Delamere and Oakmere Parish Council is concerned that the static caravans 
may become homes of permanent residents all year around. This site would 
no longer be a touring site as these static caravans are permanent and it 
would be impossible to monitor occupancy and to prevent full time occupation.  
 
The siting of static caravans on a permanent basis on this site would have a 
visual impact and will harm and impair the character and appearance of the 
open countryside. The character and beauty of the open countryside will be 
impaired by permanent static caravans as these are a permeant fixture and 
are not transient in nature which is the current use of the site as a touring 
park. The area is open countryside and of special county value, the siting of 
permanent static caravans will visually impair the surrounding area and have 
a negative cumulative impact. These would be clearly visible from the road 
and from some distance and would impair the natural beauty of the site.  
 
The site is also in an isolated unsustainable position and has no surrounding 
infrastructure.  
 
The granting of planning permission would set a precedent for further 
applications for static caravans on this site, leading to a growing cumulative 
adverse impact on the surrounding countryside. 
 

(b) No objections were to be made to 15/02703/FUL, Single Storey Side 
Extension to Kitchen, Fishpool Inn, Fishpool Road, Delamere. 
 
(c) No objections were to be made to 15/02790/S73 Variation of condition 3 of 
planning permission app/2003/0342. Willow Wood Farm Yeld Lane, 
Delamere. 
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The clerk has been notified from a resident that Oakmere Farm on Hogshead 
Lane has submitted an application under the Caravan Sites and Control 
Development Act 1960 for the temporary siting of up to five touring caravans, 
motor caravans or trailer tents. The Clerk informed that Parish Council that 
any objections need to submitted to the Caravan Club before 20th July 2015. 

RESOLVED that; 

No letter of objection was to be submitted to the Caravan Club with regards to 
the temporary siting of up to five touring caravans on Oakmere Farm.   

 

8 Correspondence 

The clerk still had the keys for Delamere Academy Primary school as this is 
where Delamere Parish Council held meetings. In view the fact that Delamere 
and Oakmere Parish Council were now having meetings at Delamere 
Community centre it was agree that the keys should be returned. Councillor C 
Rothwell volunteered to return the keys to the school as they were not now 
required.  
 
The clerk had received correspondence regarding Kelsall’s Neighbourhood 
Plan. Part of Delamere still falls under Kelsall Neighbourhood Plan after the 
boundary changes and the Parish Councillors decided as part of the Parish 
was still included in this Neighbourhood Plan they would continue to receive 
updates regarding progress.  
 
The Highways Department of Cheshire West & Chester Council had 
contacted the clerk with regards to the footpath surface on Station Road 
Delamere. Station Road Delamere is on the list of schemes and will be 
considered for improvement works in future years. They confirmed that they 
had inspected the pavement and noted its current condition and will try and 
remove some trip hazards.  
 
The clerk had received correspondence from the Forestry Commission as 
they are reviewing their current forest plan for Delamere Forest and the 
outlying woodlands (Primrose Wood, Abbey Wood, Thieves Moss, Hornbys 
Rough, Petty Pool, Abbots Moss, Lobslack, Hopyards and Uplands.  Any 
comments on this plan can be submitted by members of the public via a 
weblink.https://englandconsult.forestry.gov.uk/forest-districts/delamere-forest-
plan-2015/consult_view. There has also been a public drop-in meeting on 
Tuesday 30th June. The consultation period will run until 10th July 2015 after 
which time the plan will be finalised and placed on the public register for 
approval. 
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9 Risk Assessment  
 
The clerk had updated the Risk Assessment document following last month’s 
meeting as the volunteer litter picking group sponsored by Delamere Parish 
Council was no longer in operation. The clerk was instructed to remove any 
volunteers from the insurance policy.  
 
10 Finance & Transparency legislation 
 
The clerk had put all the account information for Delamere Parish Council and 
Oakmere Parish Council for the year ended 31st March 2015 on the website. 
Cheshire Association of Local Councils confirmed that this complied with the 
new transparency legislation.  
 
The clerk reported that the current bank balances were as follows and bank 
statements showing this amount were presented and signed by the chairman. 
 
Bank Balances; 
 
Natwest account £17,948.97 as at 30th June 2015, unpaid cheques 
£1901.86. 
 
Barclays current account £1258.32 as at 29 April 2015, no transactions since 
this date.  
 
Barclays Business Savings account £3748.47 as at 29th June 2015. 
 
    Other funds; 
 
New Homes Bonus fund £5793.02. 
 
Income received is 51p interest.  
 
Payments due were for the clerk’s salary and expenses for July, room hire for 
the Community Centre and quarterly payment for HMRC.   
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RESOLVED that; 
 
the following payments be authorised. 
 

Cheque 
No 

Payee  Particulars of payment Amount 

 
000712 

 
Delamere Community 
Association  
 

 
Room hire  

 
£10.00 

 
000713 
 

 
Clerk  

 
Salary for July 

 
£326.05 

 
000714 
 

 
Clerk 

 
Expenses for July 

 
£40.05 

 
000715 
 

 
HMRC 

 
quarterly payment 

 
£244.20 

 
11 Bank Accounts  
 
The clerk confirmed that the bank account at the Natwest had now been 
amended to the correct name. Councillor D Wheeler had been added to the 
account as an authorised party to sign for cheques.  
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
To close the two bank accounts in the name of Oakmere Parish Council at 
Barclays and to transfer the funds into the Natwest account.  
 
Three Parish Councillors authorised the closure of this account and the clerk 
was instructed to send the letter of authorisation to the bank.  
 
The clerk was requested to investigate savings accounts rates for the Parish 
Council. 
 
12 Publication of Draft Minutes  
 
The clerk confirmed that she had contacted Cheshire Association of Local 
Councils who recommended the publication of draft minutes to comply with 
the new transparency law.  
 
RESOLVED that; draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting will be 
published prior to the Parish Council meeting. However these would be 
subject to review and amendments.  
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13 Cheese and Wine Launch Night  
 

Councillor Y Billows is to arrange the provision of cheese and wine for the 

event.  

 

The chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor R Ackerley will do a speech at 

the beginning of the evening.  

 

The clerk was requested to confirm if the local MP, and PCSO could attend. If 

the PCSO could not attend another representative from the Police was 

requested to attend in their absence.  

 

The clerk was also requested to invite a member from the Cheshire Wildlife 

Trust regarding the Loss Mosses Project.  

 

14 New Homes Bonus Community Fund 

 

No applications received.  

 
15 Training and Events 
 
No update given on any training or events. 
 
16 Update from Cheshire West and Chester Councillors 
 
None present.  
  
17 Councillor’s report and future agenda items 
 
Councillor D Rutter noted that there were barriers in the road at the Farmers 
Arms Junction which had been left after repairs had been undertaken. The 
clerk was requested to inform Cheshire West & Chester Council to remove 
these barriers.  
 
Councillors C George, D Rutter and Councillor Wheeler have fixed the gate 
on Frith Avenue.  
 
Councillor C Rothwell had circulated information regarding what was expected 
of a Parish Councillor and the role of a Parish Councillor.  
 
The music festival held in Delamere Forest had no reported problems or 
issues.  
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Councillor T Overland requested that the clerk contact Northwich Town 
Council with regards to a quote for playground inspection and playground 
maintenance as the Parish Council continued to be subject to a Special 
Expenses Levy from Cheshire West and Chester Council. This item was to be 
on the agenda for the next meeting.  
 
18 Date and time of next meeting 
 
Cheese and Wine Launch Night Friday 4th September July at 7.15pm at 
Delamere Community Centre, Parish Council meeting Monday 21st 
September at 7.15pm at Delamere Community Centre. 
 
Part Two – Grass cutting services for the playing field at Frith Avenue.  
 
This item was considered by the members of the Parish Council only with the 
clerk present. All members of the public left the meeting for this discussion.  
 
The clerk had circulated three quotes for grass cutting services for the playing 
field at Frith Avenue.  
 
RESOLVED that; 

Northwich Town Council were requested to provide grass cutting services for 
the playing field at Frith Avenue from 20th July to 30th September for the grass 
to be cut every two weeks. The clerk was requested to contact Northwich 
Town Council regarding this.  

Chairman’s 
signature……………………………………………………..Dated……………. 
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Minutes of the monthly Parish meeting of Delamere and Oakmere Parish 
Council held on 13th July 2015. 
 
 


