
 

 
Delamere & Oakmere Parish Council 

 

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 
DELAMERE AND OAKMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 14TH 
MARCH 2016 AT 7.15 P.M. DELAMERE COMMUNITY CENTRE, STATION 

ROAD, DELAMERE 

 
Present: Councillors R Ackerley, A Lewis, C George, D Wheeler, J Edwards, 
C Rothwell, D Rutter, Y Billows and T Overland.  
 
Also present: Mrs J Monks, Clerk, Cheshire West & Chester Ward Councillor 
J Leather and twenty members of the public.  The PSCO attended briefly. 
 
Part 1, items to be considered in the presence of the press and public 
 
Public Speaking Time 
 
Several members of the public spoke with regards to work undertaken by 
United Utilities at Eddisbury Borehole on Station Road in Delamere. It was felt 
by many members of the public that United Utilities should have consulted 
with local residents before carrying out the work. Several residents expressed 
concern over the loss of wildlife and flowers that were in the field. Several 
residents asked the Parish Council to investigate with Cheshire West and 
Chester Council if a public right of way could be established in this field and if 
tree preservation orders could be obtained.  
 
The chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor R Ackerley read the response 
received from United Utilities regarding the work they had undertaken. The 
response from United Utilities was that the work was undertaken in order to 
inspect the site, prevent garden encroachment and avoid it becoming 
overgrown. United Utilities intend to let a lease locally where the vegetation 
will be cut twice a year, spring and autumn and hopefully two dog bins 
provided and serviced. United Utilities acknowledged that the site is utilised by 
locals to access the caravan park, the road and adjacent woodland and 
footpaths although there are no rights of way over the land.  United Utilities 
stated that they have no immediate or medium term plans to develop the site 
in any way.  
 
Members of the public wishing to submit for information for consideration were 
asked to contact the clerk who would collate any information and evidence. 
 
1  Welcome and apologies for absence 
 
The Chairman of the Parish Council welcomed councillors and a member of 
the public to the meeting. Councillor A Gore and A Bell sent their apologies as 
both were ill and were unable to attend.  
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2 Member’s Code of Conduct and declarations of interest 
 
Councilor T Overland is a member of Mid-Cheshire Bridleway Association and 
therefore declared an interest in relation to item 14, the proposed car park for 
the Oakmere Way. 
 
3 Briefing from the PCSO on Operation Shield and purchasing a 

speed gun. 
 
The PCSO attended the Parish Council meeting and asked if the discussion 
with regards to Operation Shield could be discussed at the next Parish 
Council meeting as the Sergeant was not available to attend. Councillor Y 
Billows asked the PCSO to bring a sample of an Operation Shield pack to the 
next Parish Council meeting.  
 
The PCSO asked the Parish Council about setting up a Community Speed 
Watch with a portable speed camera. The camera would be used by 
members of the public and anyone caught speeding would be issued with a 
letter from the Police. This would not be an enforceable but was a useful tool 
to raise awareness and educate drivers.  
 
Councillor D Wheeler reported to the PCSO that there were traffic issues at 
the weekend due to cycle race and traffic from visitors to Delamere Forest. 
  
4 Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting 
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
The minutes of Delamere and Oakmere Parish Council on Monday 8th 
February 2016 be approved as a correct record. 
 
5 Progress Reports 
 
The clerk reported that the lettering for the Parish Council noticeboards had 
now been completed.  
 
The clerk has received an email on 9th March 2016 from Cheshire Association 
of Local Councils stating that on this occasion the application for 
Transparency funding has been unsuccessful.  
 
The clerk reported that the Special Expenses Levy for 2016/2017 has been 
reduced from £9.33 to £4.44, mainly due to the way the charge for the 
playground maintenance had been recalculated.  
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Councillor C George stated that the new website was nearly completed. The 
hosting charge would however increase as Cheshire West and Chester 
Council would no longer be hosting the site and that there may be a transfer 
charge.  
 
Councillor C George reported that the newsletter was due out soon and this 
was in a new A5 booklet format. There would be a loss on this edition as the 
advertising income would not cover the cost of printing.  
 
Councillor Y Billows reported that the logs in front of Redesmere on Chester 
Road have been removed although a concrete block does remain. The clerk 
was requested to contact the Highways Department of Cheshire West and 
Chester Council regarding this.  
 
6 Correspondence  
 
The clerk had received a letter for the attention of the Chairman dated 5th 
February 2016 from a resident with regards to the management of the 
proposed car park at Oakmere Way.  The Chairman had responded informing 
the resident that the matters would be discussed at the forthcoming Parish 
Council meeting (see item 14). 
 
The clerk had received thank you letters from St Peters Church, Tarporley 
Hospital, North West Air Ambulance and Oakmere Cricket club for the 
donations sent by the Parish Council.  
 
The clerk received a letter dated 26th February 2016 from Cheshire West and 
Chester Council stating that the New Homes Bonus payment will no longer be 
paid to the Parish Council. 
 
The clerk has received a consultation document from Cheshire West and 
Chester Council with regards to the introduction of the Community 
Infrastructure Levy the closing date for comments is 11th March 2016. 

7    Planning  

The clerk and Councillor J Edwards had attended a Planning forum on 23rd 
February 2016. The slides for this have been circulated to all the Parish 
Councillors for their attention. The Planning Department of Cheshire West and 
Chester are going to end the automatic issue of paper plans for planning 
applications. Paper plans will be available for larger developments only.  

The Parish Council considered all the planning applications which had been 
received up to 14th March 2016. 
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RESOLVED that; 

a) No objections were to be made to 16/00415/FUL, Removal of conservatory, 
porch and utility room, raising of roof and eaves height together with 
extensions to front, side and rear to create two storey dwelling, Burrows 
Ledge The Ridge Delamere. 
 
b) No objections were to be made to 16/00659/OUT, Erection of one dwelling 
- Outline. Cherry Orchard Abbey Lane Oakmere. 
 
c) No objections were to be made to 15/05095/FUL, Change of use from 
existing disused garage (Class B1) to residential use (Class C3) with 
associated elevation changes, Farm Road Barns, Farm Road Oakmere.  
 
d) No objections were to be made to16/00752/FUL, Permanent agricultural 
workers dwelling (resubmission of planning application 13/00075/FUL). Land 
to the West of the Old Pale Heights Stoney Lane, Delamere. 
 
e) No objections were to be made to 16/00891/FUL, Change of use of barn to 
dwelling - Amendment to application 15/01387/FUL. Woodland Cottage 
Racecourse Lane, Cotebrook. 
 
f) 16/01013/COU. Seasonal change of use of land from agriculture to siting of 
marquees/tepees to provide events venue Cherry Orchard Farm Abbey Lane 
Oakmere. The following comments were to be submitted to the Planning 
Department of Cheshire West and Chester Council.  
 

If planning consent is granted, it should be subject to a number of conditions. 
The proposal is welcomed in principle as a potential contribution to the local 
economy and employment, provided that appropriate measures are taken to 
limit noise levels. The Council appreciates the efforts made by the developer 
to measure noise during events, but understands that the measurements 
reported in the application were made at ground level, whereas a much higher 
volume of noise was heard upstairs. We therefore 
request the following conditions: 
 
- a commitment to mitigation measures to reduce sound levels; 
- sound should not be audible at any of the residences in the vicinity; 
- the event company should make noise control a condition of its contracts 
with clients; 
- music and announcements should cease at midnight; 
- a commitment to ongoing monitoring of noise levels. 
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8 Review of Speed limit for Middlewich Road 
 
The clerk had received an email on 28th January 2016 from a resident 
regarding the excessive speed of traffic on Middlewich Road, specifically at 
the junction with Abbey Lane and Fishpool Road. The Highways Department 
of Cheshire West and Chester Council had requested an official request from 
the Parish Council in order to look if this speed limit could be reviewed.  
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
The clerk was to submit an official request from the Parish Council to review 
the speed limit on this road.  

9 Procedure with regards to Speed Limit change requests. 

The clerk has been informed that all new requests for any speed limit changes 
have to be submitted via the Parish Council or to the Ward Councillors. The 
Highways Department of Cheshire West and Chester Council have stated that 
this is to ensure that any request is fully supported by the Parish Council or by 
the Ward Councillors. Upon receipt of a formal request this will then examined 
by the Road Safety Team and if it is recommended that the speed limit be 
amended then the Parish Council or Ward Councillors will be asked to 
financially contribute towards this scheme. Councillor C Rothwell expressed 
concern that the Parish Council could not financially support every request 
and that there was the administrative capacity to deal with every request for 
the speed limit to be amended by the Parish Council.  

 10 Co-option of vacant seats 

This item was deferred until the next Parish Council meeting. It was agreed 
that any applicants will be interviewed and notified in writing from the 
Chairman of the Parish Council with regards to any outcome.  
 
11 Finance  
 
The chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor R Ackerley signed a copy of 
the budget as agreed at Parish Council meeting on 8th February 2016 
meeting.  
 
RESOLVED; that  
 
The following budget is adopted as agreed at the Parish Council meeting on 
8th February 2016. 
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Delamere & Oakmere Parish Council budget 
2016/17  

  Income 
 Precept 8607.00 

ctrs 532.00 

Advertising income 1500.00 

Scottish Power 14.00 

Total income  10653.00 

  Expenditure 
 

  Clerk Salary gross  4889.40 

Clerk Expenses 480.00 

Room Hire for PC meetings 110.00 

Printing of newsletter 1500.00 

Cheshire Ass of Local Councils  370.00 

Cheshire Community Action 20.00 

Footpaths Society  8.00 

Insurance 350.00 

Audit 100.00 

Training  250.00 

Website  50.00 

Contingency  500.00 

Payroll services 170.00 

Community Engagement 100.00 

Donations  1364.00 

 
  
 Total expenditures  10261.40 

  Excess of income over expenditure 391.60 

  

    

The clerk had filled in the VAT claim form for the Inland Revenue for the 
2015/2016 accounts and has submitted a claim for £243.64 refund.  
 
The clerk reported that the current bank balances were as follows and bank 
statements showing these amounts were presented and signed by the 
chairman. 
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The Bank account balance is £31,137.44. (£675.00 earmarked funds for the 
speed limit contribution as requested by Cheshire West and Chester Council 
resolved to spend this in November 2015 minutes). 
 
The New Homes Bonus fund is £22,457.02 
 
Income received is £10.00, all invoices for November newsletter have been 
now paid.   
 
Payments due were for the room hire of the Community Centre, clerk’s salary 
and expenses for March, installation of the defibrillator, signage for the 
noticeboards and quarterly payment to HMRC. 
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
the following payments be authorised; 
 
 

Cheque 
No 

Payee  Particulars of payment Amount 

 
000811 
 

 
Destroyed 

 
 

 
 

 
000812 
 

 
Delamere Community 
Centre 
 

 
Room hire 

 
£10.00 

 
000813 
 

 
Clerk 

 
Expenses for March  

 
£72.57 

 
000814 
 

 
Clerk  

 
Salary for March  

 
£337.93 

 
000815 
 

 
KDE Ltd 

 
Installation of heated 
cabinet for defibrillator at 
community centre 
 

 
£192.00 

 
000816 
 

 
Hurst Joinery Ltd 

 
Signs for Noticeboards 

 
£381.60 

 
000817 
 

 
HMRC  

 
Quarterly payment 

 
£256.20 
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12 Appointment of internal Auditor 
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
Mr Martin Garnett, who has effectively undertaken the internal audit 
previously, be appointed to undertake the Annual Internal Audit for Delamere 
and Oakmere Parish Council for 2015/2016 in accordance with Section 4 of 
the Annual Return.  
 
13 Defibrillator 
 
The clerk has now registered the defibrillator following installation with North 
West Ambulance Service. NW Ambulance Service want the details of the 
person who will be checking it on a regular basis and for the Parish Council to 
sign the memorandum of understanding.  
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
The chairman of the Parish Council signed the memorandum of 
understanding on behalf of the Parish Council.  
 
Councillor R Ackerley would supply the contact details of the person who will 
be checking the defibrillator to the clerk in order to register the defibrillator 
with NW Ambulance Service. 
 
The clerk would send the memorandum of understanding to NW Ambulance 
Service and the clerk would also supply a copy of the invoice from the 
electrician to confirm that it had been installed by a qualified electrician.  
 
Councillors C Rothwell and J Edwards would have a look at the training pack 
provided to look into the possibility of a training session for members of the 
public.  
 
14 Oakmere Way Proposed Car park 

This item was deferred pending a decision from Cheshire West and Chester 
Council with regards to planning permission.  

15 Land behind Station Road 
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
The Parish Council would contact United Utilities in response to their letter 
and ask a representative of United Utilities to attend a meeting. The Parish 
Council would also contact Cheshire West and Chester Council with regards 
to the possibility of establishing the footpaths as Public Right of Way. 
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16 Land at Frith Avenue 

A working party had met with regards to the land at Frith Avenue. Given that 
there was limited access to the site a low impact development was favoured. 
Some ideas where a small children’s playground, allotments and a community 
garden to include ‘bug hotels’ for children. Similar ‘bug hotels’ could be 
purchased for the playground at Little Wood. Another meeting of the working 
group will be arranged in order to present a plan to the Parish Council in 
writing. Group such as the Cheshire Wildlife Trust, local schools and the 
Sandstone Trail trust could also be involved in the development of this.  

Cheshire West and Chester Ward Councillor J Leather reported that he had in 
contact with the Planning Department of Cheshire West and Chester Council 
with regards to this matter. It was thought as the field was currently in 
recreational use planning consent may not be necessary. Cheshire West and 
Chester Ward Councillor J Leather was investigating whether there was 
money available from Cheshire West and Chester Council to fund the legal 
costs of the lease.  

The clerk had received an email from Northwich Town Council requesting 
confirmation that they were to continue to cut the grass at Frith Avenue. Any 
decision regarding this was put on hold as the clerk was requested to contact 
Cheshire West and Chester Council and submit a formal request for them to 
cut the grass on a fortnightly basis from 1st April 2016 onwards.  

17 Neighbourhood Plan 

Councillor J Edwards was due to attend a course with regards to 
Neighbourhood Planning on 15th March in Preston. Once attended he will 
report back to the Parish Council regarding this. Councillor J Edwards stated 
that Neighbourhood Plans were taken into consideration when looking at 
planning applications. Any neighbourhood plan would have to be community 
led and would need a large group of volunteers to undertaken this work.  
 
The clerk was asked to invite a representative from Cheshire Community 
Action to the Parish meeting in May. This event would be advertised in order 
to see if there was any public interest or volunteers for this project.  
 

18 New Homes Bonus Community Fund 

 

The clerk was requested to merge this item with the land at Frith Avenue for 

an agenda item at the next Parish Council meeting.  
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19 Training and Events 
 
It was noted that the clerk and Councillor J Edwards had attending a Planning 
course at the end of February and the notes and slides from this presentation 
had been circulated to all Parish Councillors for their attention.   
 
20 Update from Cheshire West and Chester Councillors 
 
Cheshire West and Chester Ward Councillor J Leather reported that there 
was a consultation on the Housing Allocation Policy of Cheshire West and 
Chester Council as they were looking to support people who had to move due 
to economic reasons. Cheshire West and Chester Council had set the Council 
Tax charge and this would be 3.99% increase. 
 
Cheshire West and Chester Ward Councillor J Leather had spoken at the 
Council meeting against the introduction of car parking charges for Northwich. 
Cheshire West and Chester Council were presented with a petition with over 
seven thousand signatures regarding this.  
  
21 Councillor’s report and future agenda items 
 
Councillor C George raised concern over the safety of the Court House on the 
A556, especially as the slates on the roof looked unsecure and that there was 
a public bus stop directly adjacent to the building. The clerk was asked to 
contact the Building Control Department of Cheshire West and Chester 
Council regarding this.  
 
Councillor Y Billows requested that another Parish Councillor looked at the 
Parish Council noticeboard in Oakmere to see if a step could be installed.  
 
The clerk was requested to ask the Planning Enforcement Department of 
Cheshire West and Chester Council for an update with regards to any 
enforcement issues on Oakmere Farm in Oakmere.  
 
Councillor D Rutter reported that contractors had been digging down on the 
Marley tiles site to investigate the composition of the land below.  
 
Councillor C Rothwell asked the clerk to contact United Utilities for an update 
on the Lower Weaver Rationalisation project.  
 
22 Date and time of next meeting 
 
Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 18th April 2016 and the next Parish Council 
meeting is Monday 18th April 2016 at 7.15pm at Delamere Community Centre. 
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Part 2; contains confidential information and only Councillors and 
reporting officers can be present. The clerk, Cheshire West and Chester 
Ward Councillor J Leather and the member of the public present left the 
meeting before this agenda item.  
 
23 Clerk’s pension request     
 
RESOLVED that; 

The Parish Council would join Cheshire Pension Fund in order to provide a 
pension for the clerk, Mrs J Monks from 1st April 2016. 

Chairman’s 
signature……………………………………………………..Dated……………. 
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Minutes of the monthly Parish meeting of Delamere and Oakmere Parish 
Council held on Monday 14th March 2016. 
 


