
 

Delamere & Oakmere Parish Council 
 

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 
DELAMERE AND OAKMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 14th 

DECEMBER 2015 AT 7.15 P.M. DELAMERE COMMUNITY CENTRE, 
STATION ROAD, DELAMERE 

 
Present: Councillors R Ackerley, K McVicker, A Gore, A Lewis, C George, A 
Bell, D Wheeler and J Edwards and T Overland.  
 
Also present: Mrs J Monks, Clerk, Cheshire West & Chester Ward Councillor 
J Leather and the chairman of the Delamere Community centre and two  
members of the public. 
 
Public Speaking Time 
 
The Chairman of the Delamere Community Centre addressed the Parish 
Council regarding the siting of the new defibrillator. Concern was expressed 
that the cabinet provided would not fit in the porch and it would be difficult to 
find a suitable site where it could be accessed 24/7. The clerk was requested 
to contact NW Ambulance requesting assistance and for them to provide 
guidance on this matter and if possible to arrange for a site visit in order to 
meet representatives from the Delamere Community Centre Committee and 
the Parish Council to discuss suitable locations and answer any questions 
regarding the defibrillator.   
 
1  Welcome and apologies for absence 
 
The Chairman of the Parish Council welcomed councillors and members of 
the public to the meeting. Councillor C Rothwell, D Rutter and Y Billows sent 
their apologies. 
 
2 Member’s Code of Conduct and declarations of interest 
 
Councilors T Overland and K McVicker are members of Mid-Cheshire 
Bridleway Association and therefore declared an interest in relation to item 8 
and item 14. 
 
Councilors D Wheeler, T Overland and K McVicker and R Ackerley declared 
an interest in relation to item 9 as they are all members of the Parochial 
Church Council.  
 
3 Presentation from the owner of The Hollies 
 
The representative of The Hollies had informed the clerk that due to 
unforeseen circumstances she was unable to attend the meeting and will 
contact the clerk to rearrange the presentation in the New Year.  
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4 Courthouse/Haulage Yard Planning  
 
The clerk had not received any contact from the architects with regards to the 
plans for this development. It was understood that there was a new developer 
that would like to take on the planning applications at the haulage yard and 
Courthouse and bring them all together as one comprehensive scheme. 
  
5 Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting 
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
The minutes of Delamere and Oakmere Parish Council on Monday 16th 
November 2015 be approved as a correct record 
 
6 Progress Reports 
 
The clerk confirmed that the defibrillator and heated cabinet from the British 
Heart Foundation had arrived. The clerk awaited approval from the Delamere 
Community Association before it could be installed. The clerk confirmed that 
this has been added to the asset register and was now covered under the 
Parish Council insurance.  
 
Councillor A Bell reported that the street lights at the railway bridge in 
Delamere and the street lights at Delamere Forest had now been installed by 
Cheshire West and Chester Council. Councillor A Bell was personally thanked 
for his work regarding this.  
 
The clerk reported that the Forestry Commission were considering giving the 
Parish Council a lease for the land at Frith Avenue, including the hedge which 
surrounds the site for either a five or ten year period. The clerk noted that the 
length of the lease would need to be at least twenty five years in order to 
qualify for any grant application. The clerk was requested to contact the 
Forestry Commission to ask for at least a twenty five year lease to be 
considered.  
 
7 Correspondence 
 
The clerk had send a letter dated 30th November 2015 to A Sandbach MP and 
sent a copy to the Community Rail Officer of the Mid Cheshire Rail Users 
Association regarding a footpath at Delamere Station. 
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8    Planning  

The Parish Council considered all the planning applications which had been 
received up to 14th December 2015. 

RESOLVED that; 

(a) No objections were to be made to 15/04713/FUL, Change of use from 
quarry land to parking area and improved access to serve Oakmere Way 
Bridleway, Land at Stoneyford Lane Oakmere. 
 
(b) No objections were to be made to 15/04886/FUL, Demolition of existing 
dwelling and erection of two dwellings, Sorbie Waste Lane, Oakmere. 
 
9 Donation to St Peters Church  
 
The clerk received a letter dated 18th November 2015 from St Peters Church 
requesting a donation for the refurbishment of the Church clock.  
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
A donation was agreed in principle, however the amount of the donation was 
to be deferred until the next Parish Council meeting in January.  
 
Cheshire West & Chester Ward Councillor J Leather informed the Parish 
Council that there may be funds available from the Ward Members grant. An 
application form for this would be sent to the Church.  
 
10 New Homes Bonus Consultation  

The clerk had received a letter dated 13th November 2015 regarding the New 
Homes Bonus grant for 2015/2016 from Cheshire West and Chester Council. 
The grant allocation had been directly determined by the level of housing 
growth in the parish between October 2010 and October 2014.  

The New Homes Bonus grant is a discretionary policy to transfer a top-slice of 
20% of the New Homes Bonus grant it receives from central government 
directly onto Parish Councils. The use of the grant is at the discretion of the 
Parish Council.  

In 2016/2017 Cheshire West and Chester Council is proposing to end the 
payment of 20% of New Homes Bonus income. This would therefore mean 
that the Parish Council will no longer receive a grant. The Parish Council 
therefore have been asked for their view on this matter. 

The Parish Council would discuss the matter further at the next Parish Council 
meeting in January.  
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11 Finance  
 
The clerk reported that the current bank balances were as follows and bank 
statements showing these amounts were presented and signed by the 
chairman. 
 
Bank account balance is £18,296.58 (£4.99 unpaid cheques, £675.00 
earmarked funds for the speed limit contribution as requested by Cheshire 
West and Chester Council resolved to spend this in November 2015 minutes) 
 
New Homes Bonus fund £5793.02. 
 
Income received is £36.00 from advertising income in the Delamere and 
Oakmere News, eight invoices remain unpaid.  
 
Payments due were for the room hire of the Community Centre, clerk’s salary 
and expenses for December and payment for the printing of the November’s 
edition of the Delamere and Oakmere Newsletter.  
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
the following payments be authorised. 
 
 

Cheque 
No 

Payee  Particulars of payment Amount 

 
000791 
 

 
Delamere Community 
Centre 
 

 
Room hire  

 
£10.00 

 
000792 
 

 
Clerk  

 
Salary for December  

 
£326.05 

 
000793 
 

 
Clerk 

 
Expenses for December 

 
£30.97 

 
000794 
 

 
Delamere Academy Fund 
Account 
 

 
Printing for D & O 
newsletter 

 
£202.00 
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12 Playground at Little Wood and Special Expenses Levy 

Councillor T Overland and Councillor R Ackerley met with representatives 
from Cheshire West and Chester Council regarding the playground at Little 
Wood.  

The representatives from Cheshire West and Chester Council agreed to 
provide the current amount of the special expenses levy, their costs of 
maintaining the area and possible lease arrangements. 

The clerk confirmed the current breakdown of the special expenses levy to be 
the following. £6633 which corresponds to a Council Tax charge of £10.56 for 
a Band D property.  

Of this amount £9.33 is for maintenance of the Play Area in Oakmere, and 
£1.23 is a contribution to the costs of Police Community Support Officers. 

The clerk had obtained quotes from Northwich Town Council for grass cutting 
and playground inspection and a spreadsheet showing these figures had 
been circulated to all the Parish Councillors.  

The clerk was requested to contact the representatives of Cheshire West and 
Chester Council with regards to the lease for the playground at Little Wood.  

13 Noticeboards 
 
The clerk had obtained two quotes for replacement signs for each of the 
Parish Council noticeboards.  
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
Hurst Joinery be employed to supply and fit oak boards to two notice boards 
in Delamere and Oakmere. The cost for both is £318.00 plus VAT which 
includes base coat of stain and fitting and writing to say ‘Delamere and 
Oakmere Parish Council. 
 
The clerk was requested to contact them to proceed with the work 
accordingly.  
 
14 Oakmere Way Proposed Car park  
 
A planning application has been submitted by Mid-Cheshire Bridleway 
association for a car park for Oakmere Way. Tarmac and the Mid-Cheshire 
Bridleway association are requesting that the Parish Council have a lease for 
this car park and are responsible for managing the car park.  
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The planning application which has been submitted to Cheshire West and 
Chester Council does not include an entrance barrier to the car park as it 
unsure if it will require someone to open and close it.  
 
If the Parish Council are not willing to take on the responsibility for the car 
park it will not be built as both Mid-Cheshire Bridleways and Tarmac will not 
be able to manage the car park.  
 
Tarmac will provide some funds towards the project and they are prepared to 
lease the land to the Parish Council for a peppercorn rent.  

The clerk noted that there would be no additional cost to cover this under the 
current insurance policy, however regular risk assessments and inspections 
will be required by the insurance company. 

If the car park did require a barrier then this would have to be purchased by 
the Parish Council. The Parish Council would also have to employ someone 
to open and close it each day throughout the year.   

If the Parish Council took on the lease then the Parish Council would 
effectively become the owner and would therefore be responsible for the car 
park including any complaints and the removal of any litter.  

A layby was suggested as an alternative to a car park however it was noted 
that this may be possible if some of the woodland was taken for it.   

It was decided to defer this item until the next meeting for further discussion 
and to see if the car park had obtained planning permission from Cheshire 
West and Chester Council.  

15 New Homes Bonus Community Fund 

 

No applications received.  

 
16 Training and Events 
 

None attended.  
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17 Update from Cheshire West and Chester Councillors 
 
Cheshire West and Chester Ward Councillor J Leather reported that only 
Norley Parish Council seems interested in joining with a speed reduction 
contribution for speed limit changes as proposed by Cheshire West and 
Chester Council. Their next meeting was in January, after this the Highways 
Department would then proceed with this with or without the support of Norley 
Parish Council. If Norley Parish Council wanted to contribute towards this 
scheme financial savings could be made for both Parish Councils due to a 
reduction in the costs for the Road Traffic Orders. 
 
Cheshire West and Chester Ward Councillor J Leather informed the Parish 
Council that there may be funds available for the church clock via the Ward 
Members budget and he will send an application form to the church for their 
completion.  
 
Cheshire West and Chester Ward Councillor J Leather said he had no new 
information with regards to the change in school transport. Concern was 
expressed that this affected many residents particularly in Oakmere. Cheshire 
West and Chester Ward Councillor asked the Parish Council to contact the 
school transport coordinator of Cheshire West and Chester regarding this and 
to send him a copy for his attention.  
 
18 Councillor’s report and future agenda items 
 
The clerk had submitted a request to Cheshire West and Chester Council 
regarding the cleaning of the footpath on the Sandstone Trail, however it was 
unsure if the work had been carried out or not. Councillor A Gore will check 
the work has been completed.  
 
Councillor A Gore informed the clerk that the 30mph signs on Eddisbury Hill 
had not yet been replaced. This has been logged and the clerk will chase up 
accordingly.  
 
Councillor A Bell reported that all the highway signs on Blakemere Lane 
required cleaning. The clerk noted this and will submit a request to Cheshire 
West and Chester Council.  
 
Councillor T Overland reported that a lamppost on the north side of 
Stoneyford Lane and the main road needed replacement following an 
accident. The clerk noted this and will submit a request to Cheshire West and 
Chester Council.  
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Councillor T Overland asked the clerk to contact United Utilities for another 
meeting before their plans for the Oakmere sewage works had been finalised.  
 
Councillor A Lewis informed the Parish Council that Blakemere Craft Centre 
had begun consultation with regards to a proposed planning application for 
ninety houses on this site. The clerk was asked to contact both the Planning 
Department of Cheshire West and Chester Council and Cuddington Parish 
Council to ask to receive notification once any planning application is 
submitted.  
 
Councillor C George stated that there will be a website committee meeting 
shortly. The committee currently have a vacancy for a representative from the 
Delamere Community Association. The website committee will examine the 
need for a new website and the costs involved with this as the current website 
is not fully supported.  
 
Councillor C George reported that a resident was assisting with the 
redevelopment of the newsletter and there were plans for a ‘new look’ from 
March 2016. The possibility of reducing the format from A4 to A5 was being 
investigated as was publishing the newsletter in full colour. The last two 
editions of the newsletter had been printed by the school however this was 
not a feasible option in the long term. Publication in colour would add to the 
cost of printing however the cost would hopefully be recovered by the selling 
of more advertisement space. The colour print would be undertaken for a trial 
basis only for the March edition of the newsletter. The possibility of printing 
more newsletters for distribution via the school and Community Centre and at 
Delamere Stores would also be explored.  
 
Councillor C George informed the Parish Council that the bird boxes 
purchased by the former Delamere Parish Council had not yet been installed. 
Locations for these bird boxes will be circulated by email for consultation by 
the Parish Councillors.  
 
19 Date and time of next meeting 
 
The next Parish Council meeting is Monday 18th January 2016 at 7.15pm at 
Delamere Community Centre. 
 
Chairman’s 
signature……………………………………………………..Dated……………. 
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Minutes of the monthly Parish meeting of Delamere and Oakmere Parish 
Council held on Monday 14th December 2015. 
 
 


