
 

 
Delamere & Oakmere Parish Council 

 

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 
DELAMERE AND OAKMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 21st 

SEPETEMBER 2015 AT 7.15 P.M. DELAMERE COMMUNITY CENTRE, 
STATION ROAD, DELAMERE 

 
Present: Councillors R Ackerley, K McVicker, Y Billows, C George, A Lewis, C 
Rothwell 
 
Also present: Mrs J Monks, Clerk, Cheshire West & Chester Ward Councillor 
J Leather, PSCO and four members of the public.  
 
Public Speaking Time 
 
The PCSO in attendance addressed the Parish Council with regards to 
speeding on Station Road in Delamere stating that a fixed speed indicator 
device may be of benefit. The Parish Council had previously explored this 
however it would not be supported by the Highways Department of Cheshire 
West and Chester Council as there was no evidence of speeding along this 
stretch of road. The PCSO would investigate the possibility of the installation 
of a data recorder cable on Station Road and on Abbey Road in order to 
obtain evidence to support the installation of a fixed speed indicator device.  
 
Public Speaking Time 
 
A resident addressed the Parish Council with regards to a pedestrian footpath 
through the forest and up to Delamere Station. The member of the public 
asked the Parish Council to contact the Highways Department of Cheshire 
West and Chester to investigate the possibility of this.  
 
A resident raised a concern with regards to the poor state of the west 
pavement on Station Road in Delamere asking for the Parish Council to raise 
this with Cheshire West and Chester Council.  
 
A resident of the public requested the Highways Department of Cheshire 
West and Chester Council to install a tarmac footpath up Eddisbury Hill to the 
Park Homes sites.  
 
The clerk was requested to contact the Highways Department of Cheshire 
West and Chester Council to request that a representative attend the next 
meeting of the Parish Council in order to discuss these issues.  
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A resident requested a representative from the Forestry Commission to be 
present at Parish Council meetings in order to provide an update. The 
chairman of the Parish Council informed the resident that as the 
administration for the Forestry Commission has been centralised there is no 
local representative that can attend meetings.  
 
1  Welcome and apologies for absence 
 
The Chairman of the Parish Council welcomed Councillors and members of 
the public to the meeting. Councillor T Overland had send his apologies for 
the meeting as he was away on holiday. Councillor D Wheeler was unable 
due to personal reasons and Councillor D Rutter also sent his apologies. 
 
2 Member’s Code of Conduct and declarations of interest 
 
Councillor D Rutter declared a personal interest in relation to 15/03285/S73, 
Variation of condition 2 on application 14/04306/FUL (to allow minor 
alterations to external elevations). Rectory Farm, Chester Road, Delamere. 
 
3 Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting 
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
The minutes of Delamere and Oakmere Parish Council on Monday 13th July 
2015 be approved as a correct record. 
 
4 Progress Reports 
 
The clerk had received an update on the Community Right to Bid applications 
which Oakmere Parish Council submitted in January 2015 to Cheshire West 
and Chester Council. All applications had been accepted apart from the land 
at Hornby’s Rough in Oakmere.  
 
The cheese and wine launch night was very well organised and very well 
attended, approximately 50 residents attended. It was a good event and the 
Parish Council wanted to thank all the Councillors involved with the 
organisation of the event and everyone who was invited to represent different 
organisations.  
 
5 Co-option of vacant seats 
 

The Parish Councillors considered the application forms and CVs which had 
been received. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
Mr Andrew Bell and Mrs Anita Gore were co-opted as members of Delamere 
and Oakmere Parish Council, both as members of the Delamere ward.  
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Mr Andrew Bell and Mrs Anita Gore both signed the Declaration of 
Acceptance and the clerk gave each a Declaration of Interest form for 
completion. 
 
The clerk would circulate the following to both new Parish Councillors; A 
training schedule from the Cheshire Association of Local Councils, a copy of 
the Standing Orders and a copy of the ‘Good Councillor’ guide for their 
reference. 
 
The Chairman of the Parish Council informed both the new councillors that 
they would have to abide by the Code of Conduct and declare any interest in 
relation to agenda items.  
 
All Parish Councillors were reminded not to give their personal opinion on 
events and issues via Twitter/Facebook or any other social media. The 
minutes are the only correct record of events and personal opinions of any 
Parish Councillor should not be expressed.  

6    Planning 

The Parish Council considered all the planning applications which had been 
received up to Monday 21st September 2015. 

RESOLVED that; 

(a) No objections were to be submitted in relation to 15/03285/S73, Variation 
of condition 2 on application 14/04306/FUL (to allow minor alterations to 
external elevations). Rectory Farm, Chester Road, Delamere. 
 
(b) 15/03175/FUL. Application for Temporary Change of Use of Land from 
Agriculture to siting of marquees/tepees to provide events venue and 
retrospective application for the installation of a series of steps to facilitate the 
proposed use. Land Adjacent To Cherry Orchard Farm Abbey Lane. The 
following objections were submitted to the Planning Department of Cheshire 
West and Chester Council; 
 
Delamere and Oakmere Parish Council has considered the above planning  
application and requests that, if planning consent is granted, it should be 
subject to a number conditions. The proposal is welcomed in principle as a 
potential contribution to the local economy and employment, provided that 
appropriate measures are taken to limit noise levels. The Parish Council 
appreciates the efforts made by the developer to measure noise during 
events, but understands that the measurements reported in the application 
were made at ground level, whereas a much higher volume of noise was 
heard upstairs. The Parish Council therefore request the following conditions: 
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- a commitment to mitigation measures to reduce sound levels; 
- sound should not be audible at any of the residences in the vicinity; 
- the event company should make noise control a condition of its contracts 
with clients; 
- music and announcements should cease at midnight; 
- a commitment to ongoing monitoring of noise levels. 
 
(c) No objections were to be submitted in relation to 15/03516/FUL. Proposed 
ground floor orangery and first floor extension above existing kitchen, 1 
Chrimes Drive Oakmere. 
 
The clerk had received contact from Crown Estates regarding the Marley Tiles 
site on 22nd August. Crown Estates will be sending agents out over the next 
couple of weeks to look at the site and will be then advertising the site for 
sale to developers. It will be a long tender process it which any interested 
developer may apply to purchase the site from Crown Estates. Once the 
tender process and sale of the land is complete the developers will then 
submit a detailed planning application. 
 
Planning permission for the former Haulage Yard on Chester Road in 
Oakmere has been granted under planning reference 10/01939/FUL. 
 
The clerk has received notification that the planning application, 
15/00037/FUL for The Gables, Chester Road Oakmere, for the proposed 
development of five residential units, amendment to application 
14/02223/OUT has submitted a further appeal to the Secretary of State. 
 
The clerk has received notification that the planning application, 
15/01602/FUL, Land next to Braeside, Waste Lane Kelsall has submitted a 
further appeal to the Secretary of State. 
 

7 Correspondence 
 
The clerk had received an email on 18th September from the clerk at Sutton 
Weaver Parish Council asking if the Parish Council would be interested in 
sharing the purchase of a Speed Indicator Device (SID). Given the information 
provided by the PCSO in attendance it was thought that a fixed Speed 
Indicator Device would be more effective. The clerk was asked to reply to 
Sutton Weaver Parish Council regarding this.  
 
The clerk had received notification that the Abbeywood Estate have applied 
to Cheshire West and Chester Council for a one hour extension of the music 
and drinks licence.  Councillors R Ackerley and C Rothwell were requested to 
ask residents in the vicinity for their views. 
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The clerk noted that there were two responses in the suggestions box at the 
Cheese and Wine Launch night. The first was a new clear noticeboard and 
the clerk was requested to put this on the agenda for the next meeting. The 
second was a request for a feedback column in the newsletter on activities 
and local issues and this request has been sent to the editor of the newsletter.  
 
The clerk has received a copy of the public liability insurance documentation 
from Northwich Town Council as they are now undertaking the grass cutting 
contract at Frith Avenue. 
 
The clerk received a letter dated 19th August 2015, from Public Sector Audit 
Appointments consulting the Parish Council on the appointment of an External 
Auditor. BDO will be appointed as the External Auditor for Delamere and 
Oakmere Parish Council for two years from 2015/2016. 
 
The clerk had received an email from a resident of Willington on 21st July 
2015 regarding Ragwort opposite Delamere Church. The clerk has requested 
Cheshire West and Chester Council to remove this. 
 
The clerk was contacted by a resident regarding Tree Preservation Orders in 
Oakmere and the clerk received a response from Cheshire West & Chester 
Council regarding this. 
 
The clerk has been contacted by United Utilities regarding the Oakmere works 
and a meeting has been arranged for representatives of the Parish Council for 
Monday 28th September 2015. However some Parish Councillors were now 
unavailable for this meeting as such the clerk was requested to cancel this 
meeting and rearrange.  

8 Playground at Little Wood and Special Expenses Levy 

The clerk had been requested to contact Northwich Town Council with 
regards to the cost of playground inspection and maintenance for Little Wood. 
The clerk had obtained the quotes as requested for this, however this item 
was to be deferred for consideration at the next Parish Council meeting. 
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9 Finance 
 
The clerk reported that the current bank balances were as follows and bank 
statements showing these amounts were presented and signed by the 
chairman. 
 
Bank Balances; 
 
NatWest account £15,689.81 as at 28th August 2015. (No unpaid cheques). 
 
Barclays current account £1138.58 as at 28th August 2015. 
 
Barclays Business Savings account £3806.47 as at 28th August 2015. 
 
New Homes Bonus fund £5793.02. 
 
Income received is £120.00 advertising income in July, plus £58.00 of 
reclaimed VAT from Oakmere Parish Council.  £143.00 Advertising income in 
August. Nineteen invoices were issued for payment in July for advertisements 
in the Delamere and Oakmere news. 
 
Please note cheque numbers 000716 to 000770 have been given back to the 
bank in order to be destroyed as the cheque books were issued in the wrong 
account name. 
 
Payments due were for the clerk’s salary and expenses for August and 
September, room hire for the Community Centre, expenses for the Delamare 
and Oakmere launch night and grass cutting for Frith Avenue for July and 
August. 
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RESOLVED that; 
 
the following payments be authorised. 
 

Cheque 
No 

Payee Particulars of payment Amount 

 
000771 
 

 
Delamere Community 
Centre 
 

 
Room hire for launch 

 
£16.00 

 
000772 

 
Delamere Community 
Association 
 

 
Room hire 

 
£10.00 

 
000773 
 

 
Clerk 

 
Salary for August 

 
£326.05 

 
000774 
 

 
Clerk 

 
Expenses for August 

 
£39.38 

 
000775 
 

 
Clerk 

 
Salary for Sept 

 
£326.05 

 
000776 
 

 
Clerk 

 
Expenses for Sept 

 
£27.60 

 
000777 
 

 
Northwich Town Council 

 
Grass cutting for Frith 
Avenue for July charge 
 

 
£117.60 

 
 
 
000778 
 

 
 
 
Northwich Town Council 

 
 
 
Grass cutting for Frith 
Avenue for Aug charge 
 

 
 
 
£117.60 

 
000779 
 

 
Y Billows 

 
Food & Wine expenditure 
for D & O Launch night on 
4th Sept 
 

 
 
£171.21 

 
000780 
 

 
Clive George 

 
Flyers for D & O Launch 
Night on 4th Sept 
 

 
£28.00 
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10 Bank Accounts 
 
The clerk reported that all the bank accounts in the names of the former 
Parish Councils have now been merged into one single bank account in the 
correct name.  
 
The clerk had investigated the possibility of opening a savings account 
however the interest rates were very low.  
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
To keep the one bank account with NatWest.  
 
The clerk was asked to confirm whether the Post Office did a savings account 
for businesses.  
 
11 Website Committee 
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
(a) the Parish Council wishes to continue with the shared website with 
Delamere Community Association.  
 
(b) that the website would be jointly managed with Delamere Community 
Association.  
 
(c) that the Parish Council will take on the financial responsibility for the 
website.  
 
(d) that the Parish Council approves the constitution for the website.  
 
The clerk noted that two individuals were leaving the website committee and 
was requested to thank them both for their invaluable contributions.  
 
Councillor A Bell expressed a wish to join the website committee and will 
attend the next meeting.  
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12  Annual return for financial year 2014/2015 for Delamere Parish 
Council and Oakmere Parish Council 

Delamere Parish Council Annual Return 2015/2015 

The clerk had received a letter dated 28th August 2015 from BDO, the 
External Auditor advising that the Audit has now been completed. The 
approved Annual Return was returned which included their report as follows; 

On the basis of our review, in our opinion the information in the annual 
return is in accordance with proper practices and no matters have come 
to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and 
regulatory requirements have not been met. 

The clerk confirmed that the notice of conclusion of audit and auditor’s 
report had been displayed on the Parish Council noticeboards and a 
copy of this had been also displayed on the Parish Council’s website. 

RESOLVED that; 

The Annual Return for Delamere Parish Council for 2014/2015 be approved 
and accepted. 

Oakmere Parish Council Annual Return 2015/2015 

The clerk had received a letter on 7th September 2015 from BDO, the External 
Auditor advising that the Audit has now been completed. The approved 
Annual Return was returned which included their report as follows; 

On the basis of our review, in our opinion the information in the annual 
return is in accordance with proper practices and no matters have come 
to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and 
regulatory requirements have not been met. 

There were other matters not affecting their opinion which the auditors 
wished to draw attention to the Parish Council. The comparative figures 
disclosed in Section 1 of the Annual Return do not agree to the audited 
annual return for the year ended 31st March 2014. The comparative 
figures for the year ended 31st March 2014 were restated. BDO have 
reviewed the adjustments made and are satisfied that they are correct. 
The issue has been raised in order to draw the minor error to the 
attention of the Parish Council. The Parish Council should ensure in 
future years that the above minor errors or omissions are not included in 
the Statement of Accounts. 
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The clerk confirmed that the notice of conclusion of audit and auditor’s 
report had been displayed on the Parish Council noticeboards and a 
copy of this had been also displayed on the Parish Council’s website. 

RESOLVED that; 

The Annual Return for Oakmere Parish Council for 2014/2015 be approved 
and accepted. 

13  Grass Cutting at Frith Avenue 

The clerk reported that Northwich Town Council had been cutting the grass at 
Frith Avenue however Cheshire West and Chester also have been continuing 
to cut the grass. Northwich Town Council are only contracted until the end of 
September so the situation with regards to the grass cutting will be re-
examined in the spring. 

Concern was expressed over the current use of the field as such a sub-
committee would be set up in order to look at the future of the field and any 
possible change of use.  

Councillors R Ackerley, C George, A Gore and A Bell agreed to be on the 
sub-committee.  

The first issue was to resolve the issue of ownership with the Forestry 
Commission and formally take ownership of the field before anything could be 
undertaken.  

They may be grants available however the Parish Council would have to own 
the land or have a lease for twenty-five years or more in order to apply for any 
grants.   

14 New Homes Bonus Community Fund 

 

None received.  

 
15 Training and Events 
 
None.  
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16  Delamere and Oakmere Parish Council Protocols 
 
RESOLVED that: 
 
The following protocols be adopted for the Parish Council.  
 
(a) that the position of chairman will be rotated on an annual basis.  
(b) that the position of vicechairman will be rotated on an annual basis and 
that the vicechairman would become the chairman of the Parish Council in the 
following year.  
(c) that the clerk was to take instructions from the Chairman of the Parish 
Council only. Any issue was to be placed on the agenda for the next meeting 
and the decision of all the members of the Parish Council will be made on the 
matter. Once decision had been made by the Parish Council at a meeting the 
clerk would duly follow these instructions.  
(d) any agenda item needs to be sent to the clerk.  
 
17 Transparency funding 
 
The clerk had informed the Parish Council that there was funding available in 
order to comply with the new transparency legislation.  
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
The Parish Council would apply for the web hosting fee charge from Cheshire 
West and Chester Council.  
 
The clerk noted however that a bill or invoice would be required as evidence 
in order to submit a claim for the funding. Since 1st April 2015, no such bill or 
invoice had been sent to the Parish Council. No retrospective claims prior to 
1st April 2015 can be submitted.  
 
18 Update from Cheshire West and Chester Councillors 
 
Cheshire West and Chester Ward Councillor J Leather reported that he 
thought the cheese and wine event was well attended and that it was a good 
opportunity to meet residents whilst raising the profile of the Parish Council.  
 
Cheshire West and Chester Ward Councillor J Leather noted that he had 
attended the Planning Committee meeting at Cheshire West and Chester 
Council along with Councillor R Ackerley to represent residents views on the 
planning application, 15/02691/FUL, Change of use of pitches 2-7 from 
touring caravan pitches to static pitches, able to accommodate static caravans 
on a permanent basis (resubmission of application 15/00097/FUL). Fishpool 
Farm Caravan Park Fishpool Road, Delamere, and this could be viewed on 
the Cheshire West and Chester’s Council website as a webcast.  
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Cheshire West and Chester Ward Councillor J Leather noted that Willington 
Parish Council were looking into the purchase of a defibrillator and that they 
may be funds available from the Ward Members Budget. 
 
Cheshire West and Chester Ward Councillor J Leather informed the Parish 
Council that the Dial-A-Ride service has been re-launched and this covers 
Delamere and Oakmere. Leaflets were distributed and it will be placed as a 
news item on the website and an article will be included in the next edition of 
the newsletter.  
 
19 Councillor’s report and future agenda items 
 
Councillor C George requested the item of Neighbourhood Plan to be put on 
the agenda for the next meeting.  
 
Councillor C Rothwell informed the Parish Council that residents of Abbey 
Lane had been complaining about the speed limit on this stretch of road. The 
PCSO will try and install a data cable in order to measure the speed of cars 
along this stretch of road and the Highways Department of Cheshire West and 
Chester Council will asked to provide an update on this matter.  
 
20 Date and time of next meeting 
 
The next Parish Council meeting is Monday 19th October at 7.15pm at 
Delamere Community Centre. 
 

Chairman’s 
signature……………………………………………………..Dated……………. 
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Minutes of the monthly Parish meeting of Delamere and Oakmere Parish 
Council held on 21st September 2015. 
 

 

 


